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| AE iii i. wel feb 

eib SERMONS of all Sorts, 

= Lam ſenſible, it has lth 

i Occaſion for am of mine. That :| 

I which I lately publiſ d, intitled, 

An Uſeful: MINISTRY, a 

1 Validone, bad as much Right 

ors 4. ſe to raed aner. ow 5 
Printing Sz RM on 83 

But I knew, if the * 

, the Uſing ſuch an one my - it 221 

d might bring in the Reputation of my Fink, ts 

1 er together with my own © For which Reaſanz 

I mention d Nothing of their Requeſt, , either in the 

Tutle- page, of in 4 Preface. Tas the Unbappi- 

neſs of that SER MON f he miſunderſtood by 

ſame: And upon them I lay all the. Blame F the 

World's. being troubled with this. Fur to ſay. the 

Truth, the Reaſon why 1 lately: preach'd, and 

now publiſh. this SERMON \ 58. not ſo much to 

gratify the. Requeſt of Friends, 48 to vindicate 
myſelf, and — Truth which ſome were Preag: 41 

ließ, I had * 


Evens 


We % 
& PI 
» 


= 1 Ana: One 1 1 45 
Fr *  er/aries have made about Ordination, cn 
the Miniſtry to thoſe. who have. 4. Prelat 550 
lai upon . E ee e rules 
Wo out: C Irdi ina es: been & 
= 7 would certainly have . 7 . bo 47255 fond 
=: 10 puxxle the Common People, rather than inform 
18 TIO Zniar wilingle ine Brepis Fre; rho bow 
u Need to trouble themſelves about what th 
thy" from Fathers and Councils; and hat there 
1. 4 ſborter Way of Trying the Preiences of Epiſct- 
pal and Diſſenting Min1sTERs. I am the better 
12 d with what I have ſuggeſted to our People; 
cauſe I have only follow'd' the, Exampl pf 
a bleſſed Sa vioun, 'who bas directed bis en 
85 to diſoo ver falſe Teachers by their Fruits, without 
Matth. vii. agen. any Thing of their Miſſion: Beware of 
15, G. falſe Prophets, which come to 4-4 in Sheep's 
155 8 but inwardly they are ravenin 
Wolves. Ye ſhall know them by their Fruits: 
Do Men'gather Grapes'of Thorns, or Figs of 
Thiſtles? Even ſo every good Tree bringeth 
forth good Fruit; — a corrupt Tree evil 
Fruit. A good Tree cannot bring forth evil 
LL Fruit: neither can a corrupt Tree bring forth 
. : Fruit. Every Tree that bringeth not 
forth 3 Fruit, is hewn down and caſt in- 
=_ to the Fire. Wherefore by their Fruits ye 
= mall know them. And without all Doubt, this 
= 17. Warram to the People of England, to beware 
= -- of a. great Part of thoſe who would" invalidate 
=_ all our eMiniſtrations. For if Looſeneſs and Ve- 
 baudchery; Unthankfulneſs to G o b and Nan for 
. The greateſt Deli verances; ſowing Strife and Con- 
1 e the ha. TI ” FOR e an 
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Sacrilege ; the incouraging Rebelliom againſt the-beſt - 
of Kings ; and the: Prevaricating hath with Go 
and Man in Subſcriptions, P rapers, and the moſt 7 
plain, expreſi and ſolemn. Oarhs. ;,-if theſe, I ſay, 
are not Fruits bad enough to prove Men falſe Pro- 
phets, and to teach us tabeware of them, I cant 
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| Alen, fo a, that they become the Epiſtle of 
Cuxisr. Same bave thought the «Apoſtle could _-- - 
not prove his Apoſtleſnip by Succeſs; becauſe then 
every ſucceſsful Miniſter would be proud an Apo- 
fle. 1 rt eAnſwer to which, amd to oi her 0 
Dj ections of tbe like Nature, is ſuſſicient: That , 
to, and not what. they donor. 
Bur the greateſt Cauſe f my being miſunder- 
food, 'is, That: ſome. of my Readers have not dil: 
 finguiſh'd between a Valid, and a Regular Mi. 
 niſtry, but imagind, my «Argument. was. deſign d 
to prove the Regularity of a Adiniſtry by. the Suc- 
„ er Dd ct La 


8 by VV 
niſtry, and ſome of my Reaſons for my Opinion; 
may be ſeen in the enſuing S h RMO N The) ſeem 
very plain to me, and I am not without Hope, 
they may be of Service to ſuch, whoſe Prej udices 
are not ſo ſtrong, 48 to hinder an impartial Exa- 
mination. But however. ſatiify'd. I am in the 
o 5 | Oh Courſe | 


Lo 
o 


Coutſe 1 have talen, Icaunut invalidate abe My 


8 


_ The P RE FACE. 5 


niſtrations of all thoſe, who are of another «Mind; 


nor would JI venture 10 re- baptixe Perſon, 1500 


bad been baptized before by ſuch as uted wit bout 
that ſoſemm Ordination, without which I ſhould 


vor dare to act as a «Miniſter myſelf end ws 


by, when I obſerve, how the eApoſtle as'it were 


begins his Advice to Timothy, telling bim, That 
Charity is the End of . the < 2omm andment; 
Tis ragsſyexies, eitber the Miniſterial Charge, 
as the Mord is uſed; This Charge I commit 


unto thee: Or the Goſpel in general: I ſay, 


when 1 obſerve this, I find myſelf much inclin d 
to yield to the Influence of Charity, in judging of 
the Validity ef Perſons e Miniſftrations. ' Nay, I 
think, I am order d to do ſo by that wery compre» 
benſive Injunct ion: Let all your Things be done 
with Charity. 'Tis really ſhocking to me, be. 
cauſe it carries in it an injurious Reflection upon 
the Goodneſs of Gov, to imagine, that He will 
merely for the Want of a Ceremony in à Nini. 
frer's Ordination, omitted not tbro Wilfulneſs, but 


Miſtake, damn bim, tho' be bas all the” other 
Qualification: of a e Miniſter, and damn all thoſe 
- who attend his « Miniſtrations, how Chriſtian ſoe- 
ver their Timper and Converſations are. To ſuch 


ried their uncharitable, and wicked Principles 


. as @ Parcel 


8 


4 Length have the furious Bigots of our Time car- 


invalidating tbe miniſterial «As of all Prote- 
ftants but themſelves, and diſowning the Chri- 
ſtianity of all Diſſenters, and conſigning them over, 
I of Heathens, to the everlaſting Flames, 


IIS not eaſy to think, theſe Men believe them: 
ſelves, when they aſſert, We are no Chriſtians. 
Jam ſure their Actions evidently contraditt their 
- Aſertion, and fix upon them the Charge of the witeſt 
Hypocriſy. Tit, I think, a certain Truth, ud 
e | never. 
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never contefted in the Proteſtant World; That the 
Diſcipline the Church only extends to the Mem- 
bers of it; and that thoſe, be were never in it, 
are. not liable by Excommunications to be ca#t aut 
ef it. in former Times it uſed to be alledged, 
That Bapriſin made Perſons Members of the Ca- 
tholick Charch'; and that the Baptiſm adminiftred ! 
by Diſſenters made Men Members of the Eftabliſh- © 
ed Church, becauſe: that alone was the Catholick © 
Church in England. And fo the poor Diſſenters 
had it very gravely proved upon them, that they 
were Members of the Catholick Church of Eng- 
land, and liable to Her Cenſures, &c. But after 
we were. deliver d from that Oppreſſion, and that 
Occafronal Doctrine was render d uſeleſs; they 
pleaded, we never were Members of the Catholick - 
Church. And yet thoſe «Men who ſo earneſtly 
contended, we are no Chriſtians, have of late bees 
48 earneft in ſtriving to bring us into our former 
Bondage to their Spiritual Courts; and were the 
Contrivers of the firf Draught of the Schiſm- 
Bill. Twould he happy for us, if they would ſhew 
any Conſiſtency and Sincerity in their Treating us. 
If they deſire to haue us ſubjed to their Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Courts, let them own, we are qualified to be ſo, 
by being baptix d Members of the Catholick Church: 
Or, if they deny our Baptiſm and our Chriſtianity, 
let them hearkeni to common Senſe, and the Exam- 
ple of the Primitive Church,- who never pretended 
thus to exerciſe Diſcipline, and to cenſure and ex- 
communicate Perſons not being of the Church, and 
who ſcorn'd to receive any Part of their Mainte- 
nance from Heathens, Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks, 
Mere it left to me to determine which of theſe two 
they ſhould chaſe, I ſhould certainly prefer the latter. 
The Advantage of which is obvious; and the Pre- 
judice I ſhould eſteem inconſiderable. For tho 1 
| beartily love all ſober and moderate Men of the 
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they pretend) and th Ref ns of 16 Chih; 2458 
F iſp 


Apol. for which ſoall 
the : Ch. ef *© boldly {ay 5 That 
land. after She has got (FEY .of 'this Sons 
n in King James's Reign] < will return 
* "to 3 to the 2 of ſome ſowr 
en ¶ in bearing bard upon © the Diſſenters 
e will be abandon'd! both of Gop 
will ſet both Heaven and Earth 
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3 | .. Every Re eligious Service 
1 WE e Ep aver =» 
1 * — eg 93 A been Prayer, even 

1 at dich 183oin'd Wich Faſting, is proper to ac- 
y company the e of Perfons to the Work of 
0 the Miniſtry. So when the Hoh Ghoſt required na- 


bas and Saul to, be ſe ſeparated to the Puke whereunto he 40. xit 


; bad called them, i it Vas done by Faſting and Prayer and 2. 3 

5 Impoſiti tion of Hands. And in mitation of that Exam- 

N ple, we. have ſer apart this Day to ſuch Exerciles, _ 
4 that we may the more ſolemaly- eparare a Perſon to | 

4 At far Work, ro. which we rcuſt God has calld Him- 5 * 


ur Buſineſs now is is to recommend him t to the Blel: . £ 
B ang 
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7 " Eph. iv. 


_ thorize him in the Name of God to the es 
all the Parts of the Sacred Function, by that 


and ſolemn Occaſions. ! * 


11. 12. 


= of God in owe Prayers; and to 5 and au- 


me 


Sign of Benediction, which was practis d —— both 
Old and New. Teſtament upon el 


- IN the Work of Prayer, that! is, the Offering up 
Garnet -Supplications ro God for a'Bleffing upon 


Perſon and Labours, who is now to be ſer apart to 


miniſter in the Church of Chrift, and more particu- 
larly among you, I hope you' are all heartily con- 
curring. I am ſure tis every one's Concern, who de- 
ſigns to fir under his Miniſtry, to do ſo. This you 


ure daily ro pray for; and more eſpecially ſhould 


you do it now, that the united Fervour of our Hears 
may give the greater Force to our Prayers, and ren- 
der them the more effectual and eie for him 


A * his Entrance upon his Work. * 


This then ſo far is your Act as well as Ours: But 
tbe authoritative Separating and Commiſſioning him 
to the Work is not your Act, but primarily the 
LORD, and ſecondarily ours acting in Eis Name. 
And that you may ſee, we act herein according to 
the Will of Gop, his Word is now to be joynd 
with Prayer. And having this Part of the Work de- 
volv'd upon me, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you the 
Grounds and Reaſons of theſe our Progetdiogs,- In 
Order to which, I have made Choice of che Words 
read to you. And the Things which thou aft beard of 
me among many Vitneſſes, the ſam commit thou to 

faithful Men, who ſhall able to teach others-alſo. This 
WE relates wholly to the Iavefting Miniſters 
in their Office: As may be eaſily 1magin'd upon a 
bare Reading of the Text, and will more fully a 
pear, when we conſider the ſeveral Things contain d 


in IG; | 
IT can t be a an  Toftrution 1 to Timothy, how to deal 


" 2th Chriſtians in general. An Aprneſs to learn 
and practiſe is ſufficient in them: But the Ability to 


teach others, which he inſiſts upon, ſhews he ſpeaks 
of ſuch as were to be intruſted with an Office, even 
that Office which Chriſt appointed in his Church: 
Who e Apoſtles : : 25 Jo AEM? :- and ſome 
ya {NP 


"_ _ w—_ e 


ww th os e Ho rs 


N to the Sacred 


3 i d / . RS. Ko. 


* 
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W wir We e ee Ge 670 * 062 e N . e of ARE Marge % Wer! Apts 


e On 91 NATION. RE, 
Paſtors and TE AC H ERS; ” for the perfeBin; of the 
7 for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the ain of 
the Body of Chrift, But it is elſewhere repreſented as' 
very abſurd to ſuppoſe, that theſe Things belong o 
all the Members of the Chriftian Church. For at 
is plainly the Meaning of the Ap vole: s Interroga- 
tion : "Are all Apoſtles ?. are all. Prop ets ? "re, al I Cora, 


* 
5 * 


TEACHERS? 2% 6 
of 


THIS being od Sec the Deſi; Gen 
the Words in general, I mall conſider 38 "IE 
Things in them. r oi 1 10 aaie9s) 4 


J. THE Qualifications re Juird i in fuck 1 as were | 
ro be admitted to the Sacred Office: 5 


Were to be W =, and oY; to Te 
others. 


FITS 


n. WHO was to dp of thelr ir Qualifications 
and authorize them to the Office. And that 
was Timothy : The fame commit TH OV... pa: 

III. THE Account here given of the faveſtfturs 

or Commiſſion they were to receive. "They 
were to have thoſe Thi . ted to them, 
© hal Timqthy had bear e 0 FRY among 
many A Do” 


b* „ 


I. THE Qualifications re 19 0 wa 


: They were to 
be Faithful Men, and Able to Teach others alſo. Who. 
ever are ſuppos d to have the Power committed to 
them of judging, whether Men are qualify'd for rhe 
Office; theſe are unqueſtionably rhe Qualifications 
they are to look after. And where there is a fair 
Appearance of both the Things mention'd, the Texr 
is a ſufficient Warrant to ſer them apart to the OE : 


if they are willing to undertake f I” „ 


1 TH EY muſt be Faithful Men. The Word 
Fiithful in our, own Language, as likewiſe That in 
the Original to which it anſwers, is uſed to expreſs 
ſometimes Mens being Believers, and ſometimes their 
being Trufty. 1 don't ſee, why we may not allow it 
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WE > pry #2" | | 
may, Thacih lit: 

ted to the TN SEE the: 9 

Word is uſed, when CHRIST'S 0¹ 

are related by the Evangelift : Be ar PE 

BELLE I NG. So we: frequently 'rgad — 


Faithful, or the Faithful in C 
meant Belie vers. Li . is {47 . 
THE Neceſſity of this is very Ser hs 


* 


which, is neceſſary in 85 ate 1 5 ro give bim 


op to the Communion of 


t in the 15 
be mach morenecaſſary In a Mi- 


buch, mu 


Aer to qualify him to undertake the Sacred Office. 
Is there not a manifeſt Abſurdiry in ſuppoſing this a 


needleſs-Quali 


17 Whig a/Minifter ? What is the 
chgn of the Min N to inſtruck Men in the 
hriftian Faith, ind to build them up in ĩt, Till we al 

come in the Unity 0 25 Fazth, and of the Knowledge of 


Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, you. imagine any 
an fit to teach ph: A that Truth, Which he believes 
ot himſelf? Wauld you ever ſend. a Perſon ſo Ki. 
ade another, of that which you xnew to be 
greeable to his own Opinion? Vou are ſenſible; tho 


1 e. Sn of God, unto a perfeft Met #992 the Meaſure of 


able ro.difſemble, his own-Senrimears, he would 
very heartleſs in; his Atrempt to, convinee the Fer- 
you ſent him to. And ſo tis in the Caſe before 


| be able have ſuch a. Command over himſelf, as to 


us. He that does not belieye the Goſpel himſelf, 


will not be very ſollicitous to make others do ſo, un- 


lels he is acted by ſome baſe and unworthy Aims, 


and deſigns ro make a Gain of Godlineſs. 
BESIDES, Faith is one of the main Sprin 

df a Chriſtian's Life and Motion, and has a an 

Influence upon all he does aright in Religion. This 

gives him the greateſt Incouragement in the Diſ- 

charge of his Dury, while by «Faith, he looks 70 the 


inviſible World, and. realizes the Promiſes which 


Gopp has made to thoſe who diligently and faith- 


v ſerve Hi 25 1s th cans.of his re- 
. * oh e a ; 
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Heart by Faith. And if it be ſo neceſſary for an or- Eph. iii. 
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every, good Wor ae in . Exe 
ciſe of it he has Reconrſe to CHRIST, depends 4 
on 1 and r n * 0 
Him. Or. e ie lives in the Fle ves al. ut. 
the Faith of the. Sn of Gad.: And - Cie, dwells in his 20. _ 


> . 
* FF. : . 


2 * 


Ki 15 NY it muſt be much more fo. for a 17. 729 x 
er, who may expect to meet with greater Opy--V 
fition. from th he 1490 and the World, and whoſe 

ork, being more hard and difficult, requires more 
conſiderable Meaſures gf Divine Aid, in Order to the 


Men are Sound 1 Fase rhar is, = 


| gorongh 5 with.che Doctrine of the 30- 


they. = very aft for this Office, The F + WW 
5 9 6 rently in greater Danger of being infected „ 
with the Errors af ſuch, than with thoſe of Private - 


Chriſtians. A $ grievous Error in a Teacher, may 8 


defeat the chief Deſign of the Miniſtry, to bujld up 
Chriſtians in the Faith, and may very much advance 
a quite contrary . one... Thus when Hymeneus and Tim. i, 
Phaletus erred cancerning the Truth, ſaying, The Reſur- 17, 18. 
reftion was 0 paſt, their Word did a a Canker, 
and they overthrew the Faith of fo 

THIS Qual 4 Miniſter is frauds ES 
commended in the Scri pture. The Apoſtle inſiſts — 
upon it as neceſſary b 5 loweſt Officers in the > 
Church. The Deacons, according to his Diredion, 111 
muſt be Gs as hold. the Myſtery of the. Faith in a pure _—_—_ 5 

Conſcience. A go Miniſter of Jeſus ChriR, in his Ae. 9 Ch iv. 
count, mult be one nour:ſh'd up in the Wards of Faith 7 
aud. of goad. Doctrine. He therefore highly eſteem * 
Timothy, becauſe he was pe 15 uaded the unfeigned Faith, 2 Tim. i. 
which: dwelt in his Grandmother and. Mother, was in 2 5 
alſo. He urges him to hold fat the Form. of ſo a Ver. 13. 

"w_ had heard of bim, in Faith AA 

which 35 in Chriſt Jeſus, : And gives bim this Dire- 1 Tim. i. 
tion, in Order to his warring 4 good Warfare, That 18.1 is. 
he ſhould bold Frith and a good Conſcience. And he 


ſpeaks of this as a Commendation of his own Mini- 


ſtry t 1 am, ſays he, ordained a Preacher, and an Ape el, Chap. ii. 


7 15 F, 4 Fee in fe and Varig. . 4 „ 


3 


—— 58 


| 
ö 
e 
; 
. 
| 
6 
by 
3 
1 
[ 
? 
: 
i 
a 9 


Io n V 1 7 
> , . : 588 
/ . . : 
. * r a, 
* 7 4, 7 of : 
8 e eee 
a » 
1 * 
1 
- — 
: 
bl 
pre ej 


ere ue. 8 


- < : 1 .: — ; 3 D * 0 
13 ; 8 2 *. * n eo? : > << 
SUR © vc tee,, ane, . . 1 . A w PSAS; dns Apa e NT ne 
n A 4 N WIC 
* 4 T . * RPE 2 : N : ſo 
* 2 = 4 B * 4 
> £ 7 : \ : * D . . . 1 A 3 
Lids 1 y : fn 4 : * Is 
e? + - 
ow 4 W * ; * N 3 ; bay EE Th e e TE TR Op FOO 


THE Apoſtles had the Gift of Diſcerning Spi 
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x Cor. xii. 
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tit 
and were able to know who were Believers,and fir 6 
the Miniſtry, and who were nor. Nor is it improbable, 
that ſo eminent a Perſon as Timothy, might have the 
Tame Gift ? It is certain ir was beftow'd upon others 
beſide the Apoſtles : For, whereas the Apoſtles had 
all Manner of Extraordipary Gifts of the Spirit, this 
was granted to ſome who had not all of them. Þ 
one in given by the Spirit the Ward of Wiſdom,— to an- 
other the Working of Miracles, to another ay ry 12 
d. Mi- 


Another Diſcerning Spirits. The Apoſtles 


niſters in the Churches by the Help of this extraor- 
dinary Inſight into Men, Thing them by the Spirit, 
as an ancient Writer of thoſe Times reftifies. And 
if Timothy had the ſame Ability, without all Doubt 
he uſed it in like Manner. But none now upon 
the Earth can pretend to this. They who convey 
the Office may be miſtaken, and appoint ſuch as 
Go p does not: And they may do it innocently; 


for God only knows the Hearts of Men. All that 


we can go upon in Trying and Judging of Perſons 


in this Reſpect, is their Knowledge, ' Profeſſion, and 
the Manner of their Life and Converſation. We 


can hear what Profeſſion Men make; We are able, 


2 Diſcourſe and Examination, to judge whar 
1 


owledge Men have of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 


And this oughr to be enquir'd into. Thus, when 


tis requir d, That thoſe who were to be conſtituted 


Tim Iii. Neacons, | ſhould” hold rhe Myſtery, of the Faith in 


10. 


4 pure Conſcience, tis immediately added, And let 


theſe be firſt proved, then let them uſe the Office of a 
Deacon, being found bbemeteſs, n ho 0 


THIS then ſhews, _ Reaſon we have ro 


require of ſuch as are to be admitted into the Mini- 
ſtry, a Profeſſion of their Faith, and why that is 
made among us at the Time of Ordination. It 


ſeems not improbable, that ſomewhat like to this was 
practis d in the ancient Church. For then it was 


3 uſual for the new choſen Biſhop to ſend Letters with 


Copies of the Confeſſion of their Faith to ſuch Bi- 


ſimops as liv'd remote from them: The Defign of 


Cb. R. Epiſt. 1. ad Corinth. 8. f.. 


which 


they would be as deſirous to ſatisfy. their Ordainers, 
25 their Brethren who liv'd at a greater Diſtance 
from them : And therefore at the Time of their Or- 


dination uſed to make ſome Declaration of their 
Faith. Certainly the Gopies they ſent abroad con- 


tain d what they had declar d at their Ordination, 


either in ſome Confeſſion previous to the Impoſition 


of Hands, or in the Sermon made preſently after, 
of which great Notice uſed to be taken. And I will 
venture to ſay this in the Behalf of our Method: 
Thar if a Proſeſſion of Faith is to be made, I think 


tis very reaſonable ir ſhould be drawn up by him 


/ es ; 
FARTHER, As Men are too often hypocriti- 


cal in their Pretences, and profeſs that Faith they 
are Strangers to, as appears by their contradicting - 
their Profeſſion by the notorious Irregularities of 


their Lives; We are not to be ſatisfy d with a bare 
Profeſſion, unleſs the Faith Men profeſs is evidenc'd 
by a ſuitable and pious Converſation. | And in this 
Matter we oughr to be very ſtrict. Miniſters are 


10 be Examples to the Flock, and ſach Things are 


not ſufferable in them, as might perhaps be in a 


po Meaſure excuſable in private Chriſtians. There 
oul 


d be ſome ſingular Degree of Perfection in him, 
who is to be an Example for Imitation. Miniſters 
therefore are eſpecially requir'd to be vigilant, ſober, 
and of good Behaviour, and to be of good Report. This 


was one Inducement to the Apoſtle, if nor to ordain 


Temothy, yer to take him as his Companion and 
Partner in travelling and preaching the Goſpel, A#s 


. | b 


i 2. WHEN tis requir d, that ſuch. as are en- 
_ truſted with the Office ſhould be Faithful, hereby 


is meant they ſhould be Truſty; and it is common 
for us to uſe the Word Faithful in that Manner. 


Thus Gop is frequently ſpoken of as Faithful, 
where the ſame Word is uſed. And thus the * 
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12 me into che Miniſtr. 


+ Tim. i. ſpeaks of biähſeif He comred me Lin, es 


THERE is a moſt awefal: ey X 
commitred to Miniſters. They 4 odg d 
in them for Gop, and for the Good of the Souls of 
Men, they had therefore need be faithful and honeſt 
in the L Diſcharge of it. Whence the Apoſtle ſpeaks 

1 Cor. iv. in that Manner: Let a Man ſo account of us; rf the 
1. 2. Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
Moreover, tis required in Stewards, that a Man be found 
faithful. The Truſt lodg d in them as Stewards, is to 
publiſh the whole Mind and Will of Go p, and they 
are oblig'd to be faithful in keeping back Nothing 
from the People, that may be profitable to them. Of 
which Faithfulneſs we have in the Author of this 
Epiſtle a noble Inſtance and Example; who thus ay 

| als to the Epbeſtamt, among whom he had preach" 
Acts xx. Te know from the firft Day I came into Aha, after what 
18.19. 20. Manner I have been with you at all Seaſons, feroing the 
21. 26. Zord with all Humility of Mind, and with many Tears, 
and Temptations which befel me by the Hing in wait of the 
Jews: And how I kept back Nothing that was Profitable 
unto you, but have ſhewed you, and have taught you p ub. 

lickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, reſtifying both to the Jews 

and alſo to the Greeks, epentance toward God, 2 
Faith toward our Lord Feſus Cbhriſt.— PPherefare 1 
- Fake you to record "this Day, that I am pure from iht 
Blood ef all Men. For I have not ſbunm'd to declare th 
you the whole Counſel of God.” And Whoever keeps back 
any Thing that is profitable, and does not publiſh 
the whole Counſel: of Gop, acts not the Part of 3 
faithful Mitiiſter of CAI. | 

AND as a faithful Miniſter * to publiſh the 
whole Counſel of G 0D; ſo he is to publiſh that on- 
ly ; and not to mingle Fancies of his own, or preach 
the Traditions of Men, or in his Preaching make 
Thoſe Things neceſſary which Cur IST has not made 

fo.” The Commiſſion which CyR1$T has given his 
Matthew. Miniſters, is to teach People fo obſerve all Things what- 
xxvii. 20. ſoever he has commanded them: And he that goes be- 
-yond that, goes beyond his Commiſſion and is not 

faithful in his Preaching. The Apoſtles therefore, 


who. were en, kept to this Rule, and did * 
as 


las one ao 2 in 775 —— 


who are deſigning to make a Gain gf Godlineſ;, where= 
by they endeavour to ſer up themſelves, and Schiſma 
tically rend the Communion of the Church. For 
whoever keeps not to the Scripture as his Rule, and 
makes more neceſſary than Cur 187 has done, takes 

zeſt Courſe to break the Peace of che Church, 
And trifes and Diviſions are in t caſe unavqidable, 
ales others will berray their Truſt in nor oppoſing 


Incraaghments iniſters are intruſted 
Cunts r with an Authority ſor the Good of the Souſs 


＋ e Pet 1. 
a deviſed Fables; as is too often dane by Men, 16. ow 


2 


of Men: And they are to uſe it faithfully for their 2 Cot. x. 


Edification, and not for their Deſtruct ion. And a faithful 8: and 


Miniſter ought not to part with that Truſt, which xiii. 20. 


— IST Lin . to him. If he gives it up 

into ſuch Hands as it does not belong to, or as will 

not 2 cannot execute it, he hetrays bis Truſt. 
AN as he Is gor to part with his Aurhority, fo 


nor is he on the other Hand to ſtretch and enlarge 


it, by claiming more than CHRIST has given him. 
CarisT has made his Miniſters Stewards 2 give 
his Peaple Meat in due Seaſon, to diſpenſe his Go! 'pel, 
and to 477 his appointed Diſcipline to inforce his 
Laws and Pre 3; Bur, he has never inttuſted 
them with a AS potical Power, nor has he made 
his People ſubject: to their arbitrary Laws and Com- 
mandments, . that they ſhould be their Slaves, and 
tamely exouch under 21 the Burdens they will do 


wech wp lay upon hem. Cum js x ex- 


preſsly caution'd his es againſt this 2 — — 
e however ſome Men dere to ground 


upon his — i Te know, ſays He, that Matth. xl. 
the Brim Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, 25.416. 5 


and they that are great exerciſe Authority upon tbem: 
. tule their Subjects with a high f and, and 


5 7 pes their own Will and Pleaſure.) But it 
o among you. CHRIST has made his Mi- 


2285 Rulete, but not arbitrary Ones. He has given 
them a Power to put his Laws in Execution, bur 


not to enact any Laws of their own, which are 
not ſubſervient and neceſſary in Order Tee | 


The Apoliles We c d no ſuch over, fee 
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2 Cor. i how this Apoſtle peaks: Not for that we have Domi. 
| 2.4. 24. - mon ober your Faith, but are Helpers F your Joy. ꝗ. d. 
We pretend not to a Power to dictate to you of 
our own Heads, and impoſe upon you à Neceſſity 
W of believing what CHRIS r has not affur'd us of, 
Ls and given us Committion to publiſh. 'We haye 
no Authority in Controverſies of Faith, to deter. 
_** mine what CHRIST himſelf in his Life-Time, or 
„ by bis Spirit fince his Departure has nor determi. 
„ ned. The Elders and Rulers of the Church are 
forbidden elſ{cwhere to exerciſe an arbitrary Authori- 
„ty; and ro Lord it over God's Heritage, ' 
FPet.V. LET me add; that Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
2 Truſt committed to them in all thoſe Gifts, which 
quality them for the Miniftry. Theſe: Gifts are all 
derived from CHRIST, the great Head of the Church 
as we are aſſur d, Rom. xii. Eph. iv. 1 Cor. xil, 
And fo there is a Faithfulneſs requiſite in a Mini- 
ſtet in the uſing them, for the Honour and Service 
of the Giver of them. And I am ready to inter- 
pret thoſe Paſſages of the Apoſtle, Rom. xiiz-3, 6. to 
this Purpoſe. For T ſay, thro the Grace given unto me, to 
every Man that is among you, not to think of himſelf more 
© bighly-than he ought to think, but to think ſoberly, accord- 
Ang as God hath dealt to every Man the Meaſure of Faith, 
5 HFaving then Gifts, differing according to the Grace that 
0: i given to us, whether Prophecy, let us propheſy according 
tao the Proportion of Faith,” Where what we have ren- 
der d the Meaſure of Faith, and the Proportion of Faith, 
might perhaps be better render'd the Meaſure of the 
Taft, and the Proportion of the Truſt, that is that Truſt 
which Gov ispleaſed to commit to us. It being evi- 
dent the Apoſtle is there ſpeaking of the Diverfiry of 
So d's Gifts in thoſe whom he imploy d in his Church; 
| this Interpretation ſeems nor diſagreeable: And the 
„ Senſe then will be, that Men ſhould not pretend to 
1 Things than Cop has intruſted them with, 
burt ſhould fairhfully ſerve Him, according to their 
_ © Capacities, and the Gifts He has committed to their 
Truſt. And thus it admirably agrees with the Direc- 
x Pet. iv. tion of another Apoſtle: As every Man hath receiv d 
10, 11. the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good 
' "Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. If any Man 5 
- WS We Os | | 


* 


© 2 = mu ( 


„dee 


e ſpeak « as the Qracles of Gd; If any Man ni; of 8. 
let him do it as of the Ability which God giveth. And the 
LW Interpreters ſeem to have uſed the Word in 
this Senſe, 1 Chr. ix. 22.2653 1. Where what they have 
render d, % rige, Our Tranſlation renders in tber 
ſet office, but the Margin of our Bibles in tbbir Truſt. 
And there being ſuch a Truſt lodg'd in Miniſters, the 
Apoſtle had juſt Cauſe to ſay to To: 0 wa 1 Tim 11 
os that which is committed to thy Truſt. 3. 20 

A ND all thoſe, who are approv'd of Ci HRIS'T in 
the ſacred Office, are thus faithful: They may, with. | 
the Apoſtle, thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who has ena- 1 Tim. 1. 
bled them, for that he hath counted them faithful, putting iz. 
them into the | Miniſtry. .. This they receive from 
Car sr together with their Commiſſion; obtaining 1 Cor. vii. 
Mercy of the Lord to be faithful. And a noble Den ...:*- , 
mendation is e of ann when: be are laid 
to be faithful.) col i 5 

IF it be here iaq uir d, „a can it * Jad Eph. vi 7. 
whether Men * rove. faithful ? The Knowledge 25 
of their Fairhfulneſs s in their Office depends upon the * 
Tryal of them in it: How then ſhall we be able to 
ker, who theſe Faithful Men are, to whom we 
may commit the Office? T-anſwer ; That from a 


Ferlon's Behaviour in a lower Station a probable Con- 


jecture, and reaſonable Preſumption may be form- > 
ed how he will behave himſelf in a higher. This © 
Apoſtle has taught us to argue after this Rate; when 
he requires in a Biſno „ ere he be One that ruleth wel Tim. "i 
bis own Houſe, having is Children in Subjeftion with all 4. 5. 
Gravity, giving this Reaſon for his inſiſting upon it:: 
For if a Man know not how to rule his own Honſe, how: 
ſhall he take Care of the Church of God. And therefore 
that Rule of our bleſſed Lord muſt here rake Place: 
He that is faithful in that which is lea$t, is faithful alſo Ry 
in much: And he that is unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt aiſo '9- 
in much. Such a Man as in the Station of a private 
Chriſtian has not been faithful in the Diſcharge of 
his Duty to GoD, or in his Dealings with Man, is 
not to be counted worthy of the Office. If he is not 
2 Man of Honour in all his Dealings, bur given to 
Tricking and Deceiving; if he has ſhewn himſelf 
ag: and | ſelfiſh. | in his Defigns ;/ if he appears ro by 

C2 addicted 


. 7 


7. PO es 


0 ES T Cou 


Conſiderations in the — 


1 Af 1 3 — Brethren, ſay 


5 ; K ordain d: that be ſhould have a good Report of them that 
= ran are without. * 1on Condition is not hard and un- 
Feng reaſonable ; fince an Honeſt and truly Chriſtian Be- 
. © havioup wi ill 


male him teddy in bis Duty; he 
Faithfulneſs in the Miniſterial Office ; there is too 


.. 7 , xequiſice in the —— of a Mine? Great Re- 
gard therefore is to be had to a Perſon's Reputation 


Arne * . 


. 


promiſes bur litth 


ſolution to bear him above the Fear of 


much Reaſon to conclude he will be bia by mean 


harge of his Duty, and 
232 which are 


will want that Impartia 


and good Name, when he is to be ordain'd to the 
Miniſtry. The Apoſtles had Reſpect to this, when 
they appointed the Choice of the ſeven Deacons 3 

they, look ye out among you ſe= 
ven Men of good Report, ful of the Holy Ghoſt, 82. And 
this is required as a Qualification of a Perſon to be 


gain the Praiſe and ee ol 


I You very Enemics of Chriſtianity.) . 


— 


gr i. 


wy THE e Qualification adi 4 Apoll 
requires in Perſons to be ordain'd is, that they be able 
to teach others alſo, He that is to be admitted to the 
in. Office muſt be apr to reach; A Man may be Faithful, 
"nk yet unfir for the Office, as not having a ſuffici- 
ent Ability ro inſtruct others in the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine. Now here, : neee ware 24257 gs theſe 


i N 2 


A very god e ee in AG Word 
* Doctrine which they are to teach. The Reaſon 
of this is evident: The Office of Miniſters is to teach 
others, and certainly then they ought to have a De- 
gree of Knowledge above the Common Sort, who 
are to be taught by them. And how will they be 
able to declare to their Hearers be whole Coumſel of 
God, if they are not themſelves acquainred with it? 
J only ſpeak now of a Knowledge of the Mind and 
Will of Gp: For that is all that as Miniſters we are 
oblig'd to teach. We are with this Apoſtle to profeſs 
no — Knowledge among our People, bur that of 


25 you 5 nn Tbe Knowledge , 


_ an ORDI NATION. 21 


a Miniſter has, which is no Way ſubſervient to this 

is meerly ornamental. The Scriptures then are to bs 
diligently ſtudied by him who is to reach others: In 
theſe he is to be throughly verſs'd. This Excellently 
fitted Timothy for the Miniſtry that from a Child be bad | 
known the Holy Soriptures. The Reaſon is plain, be- . | 
cauſe by them he gain'd the moſt cetrain/and uſeful ' . 
| Knowledge, and Was compleatly furniſh'd for his *Þ8 
whole Minifterial Work. For all Scriptures given by 2 Tim. ii. 
Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for DoRrine; for Re. 3,16, 1). | 
proc, for Correffion, for Iuſtruſtion in Righteouſneſs; that 

the Man of God (or Miniſter of the Goſpel) may be pers 

fed, thoroughly a; af unto all good Works.” Tis true, 
4 Man may profit by a Miniſter who is inferiour to 
himſelf in Knowledge, becauſe the Profiting of 4 
Chriftian dees not always ly in his gaining more 
Knowledge than he had before, but in his being 
brought under a more lively Senſe and powerful In- 
fluence of that Truth, which he was well acquainted 
wich before. And yet the Ignorance or Weakneſs of a 
Minifter will bring both his Perſon and Office into 
Contempt. Tis therefore highly requiſite that Perſons 
| ſhould be tried, and that an Account ſhould be taken 
of their Knowledge and Underftanditig in fach © » 
Things, as it is & Miniſter's Buſineſs ro teach, and ©» 
ſo they ſhould be admitted to the Office. ' © — 


2. A good perſuaſive Way of Reaſoning ſeems re- . 
quifite to an Ability to teach: Thar a Man ſhould » + 

have a Dexterity to inſinuate himſelf into the Minds 

of his Hearers, by explaining and recommending 
Things according to theiĩt true Nature and Importance, 
By this Means he will be able at the ſame Time both 
to inſtruct and move thoſe who attend his Miniſtra- | | 
tions, which doubtleſs are the great Ends of Preach- | 1 
ing. Beſides, this will fit him for another uſeful Part . 


ties; whoſe Oppoſition will chiefly be made again 


* 2» — K 9 9 * * 9 * 4 a . 4 4 * — ä 
T : l * 9 a * "4; "II" E N 1 F R n N 
8 98 \ I | * 3 F 2 ID % a Ca DO 
5 - 0 p „ 
0 
#2 "7 p 0 r . £6 
© SR, . Eck $a SEAL ine 2: G FRIES 3 - vx ark : 4 ae 4 . | . 
« 8. Du £ g 1 —— . S #1 8 n b 8 2 8 3 
: ” | k Np aces K a + TI Ie IT a Nee ea el Tenn 4 ²˙ m es , 8 ” 8 * * * ww 
2 a e a e : 1 1 þ : 
£ * PR * wo ” : 4. - 9 8 N * 
4 ; * { 5 og. GT - 2 * 3 3 
k 5 : 74 5 2 3 — 
7 ; 4 $29, 140g ot, 17x86. tf ** . 7 a : 3 
You > ; e . l : 
K n * 


oy * 


* fute and convince them. 


3. THIS Ability to teach requires a good Mea; 
+. ſure of Skill and Prudence, that Applications may be 
maade to Perſons ſuitably to their reſpective Caſes. 
Rn This Teaching is to be taken in a large Senſe, as 
| © comprehending all the ſeveral Ways of it, ſuch ag 
teeſide the bare Explaining the Truth) Reproving, 
VXKXebuking, Exbhorting, Comforting, Oc. as there 
5 5 is Occaſion. There is a Difference in the State of 
thoſe under a Miniſter's Care: And as their Office 
zs appointed for the Advantage of all, ſo the Word is 
do be applied to the ſeveral Caſes of all: Neither 
Sinners, nor Saints are to be neglected ;' bur the one 
mould beawaken'd, and the other encourag d: The 
| Weak are to be ſtreugthned, and the Declining to be 
rais'd : The ſeveral Duties of Sigh and Poor, of 
Parents and Children, of Husbands and Wives, of 
Mlaſters and Servants are to be inculcated upon em: 
Of all which we meet with good Examples in the 
Scriptures. And certainly the doingithis arighr is a 
| Work of Pragence. d net bl mitt 
2 Tim.iv. . WITH what Solemnity is this preſs'd ? Tchgrge thee 
I. 2. therefore before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
Judge the quick and the dtad at his Appearing, and hit 
Kingdom : Preach the Word; be inſtant in Seaſon,and out 
f of Seaſon”; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long: ſuffering 
2 Theſ. v. and Dofirine. And ſo again, Now we ex bort you, Bree 
* thren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feeble. mind. 
eld, ſupport the Weak, be patient toward all Men. Which 
| J am ready to thinkin that Place does primarily re- 
+: late to the Rulers of the, Church, upon whom he af. 
1 rerwards lays that Charge: Icharge you by the Lord, 
* that this Epiſtle be read to all the holy Brethre. 
AND as ſuch Things are ſo neceſſary, who can 
doubt, whether the Training up Perſons in Learning 
is an excellent Advantage to prepare them for the 
Office. Gop does not now miraculouſly indow Men + 
with Gifts, and therefore ſuch Helps cannot be un- 
ſerviceable. A learned Education muſt be a conſide- 
rahle Aſſiſtance, where tis ſanctify d by the Spi rit of 
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2 SOM lodge it only in a Diocef 
The firſt Sort may be refured by this Text: And t 
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4. A tolerable, Elocucion. at leaſt is neceſſary in 
Order to a Perſon's being able ro reach others, What- 
ever Improvements a Man has made in Learning and 
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| Holineſs, yet a Defect here will be ſuch à Hindrance 
to him, as will render him unfit for the Office. If 


Gop did immediately ſend and commiſſion Per- 
ſons, he were, to be depended upon for che redref. 


ſing natural Infirmities ; as in the Caſe of Moſes Exod. 


iv. 10, 11, 12. and of Jeremiah, Jer. i. 6, 7,8, 9. 
Bur as this is not to be expected in our Day, tis 
evident a Regard ſhould be had ro this Kind of 
Ability and Capacity of a Perſon for the Work of 


II. I come now.to confider ; Whg was to judge 
of Mens Qualifications for the ſacred Office, and ro 
authorize rhem to it. Now that was Timothy : The 
ſame commit THOU. And this I the rather take No- 
rice of, that I may ſhew you the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of cur Practice; and that we have good War- 
rant for what we do as Miniſters in this Matter. 
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And there is the more Reaſon for my doing this, 
y 


becauſe our Practice is oppos'd by 


two Sorts of 


PR 


1. SOME lodge this Matter wholly in the Body - 


of the People. £ 


F nine 


Objections of rhe latter from it, will admit of an 
ealy Solution. eee 


1. WITH Reference to the firſt dort I ay; the In: 


fpir'd Apoſtle lodges this in Timothy, a Perſon in Of- 


fice, and ſo not in the Church, or Body of the Peo- 
ple. Tis, Ithink, remarkable, that tho the Epiſtles 
to the Churches are many more in Number than 


thoſe to particular Perſons in Office (there being but 


Three ſuch in all) yet it is only in theſe latter. any 
Directions are given about conſtituting Miniſters. 


Timothy and Iitus, Perſons in Office, have it recom- 


mended 
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| able to teach others, to lay Hands | 
Sec. Whar can all this ſigniſie, 7 they were yes 


; the Miniſtry, without being themſelves ſarisfied con- 


V 
= oh, N wa to bit Tt if he Pep ET 

nveyers of the Office? I have vor yet been a 
to meet With 1 9 re Anſwer to oy 1 
* — 14 ar, Scheme. A % ſee; 


down ; and the y are requ Cautious in ap. 
pointing them z to Fg theſe Ye Things = fey Men, 


Act in the Churches Name, and the Church wm 
ave the Miniſterial Office to whom ſhe pleas'd b 
er Choice, and Timothy and Titus had nothi 


to do upon the Choice, bur inimediately ordain (v 


rather teſtify the Churches Ordination of) the Parry 


| Choſen ? If they were not to lay on Hand ſuddenly, 


then certainly they were not to admit a Perſon tp 


cerning his e even altho the Church 


bad actually choſen him: And how then can the 
: People be the rightfull e pee. of the Office 


1 who are di \ remade with us as claiming 
a grearer Power to Minifters than belongs to the 


build, I think, upon this as their main Su ppofition : 
Tbat the Community or Body of the er has 


received . Curisr che Power, of the Keys, 


20, 


f 55 the whole Power of al Adtminitracions lodgi 


NOW this ſeeme not clear ro me. 087 as the 
| Apoſtles were the Foundation upon which theChciſti- 


an Church was built, it is bar reaſonable to hs 


i Foundation; was firſt, laid before the Supe 
and 1 5 their Office was appoi 
ſſion given them before 1 


cture was rais' 
ed, and their 


| 'Chriſtian. Church was r perly form d: Fer it it 
* 


preſently after gather them. And if Chri 
Fork, wb lodge ſuch a Power in the Body of rhe 
it will fe Sun: that when * appo ined 
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and char he Fug 1 1 ak t FM, bur the. Apelles 
whon copttirured his Miniſters, and the Rulers 
of his 15 who moſt certainly receiy' not 
N from 19 cople, This is not a Matter 
be ſig Nai Over, now the Enemies af the 
Jing boldly Ar, hat 85 Promiſe Bom the 


es, 1 WI ee 


e e People a8 t ligifter 4 
jab not 15 is 5 00 FF. clalming more 


Ny Ants than i th bi ue. I don't fay ; the, 
lame , & * wy 118 2 the fable 
Herber, of oO Nl 5 hurch 'Tis certain tis 


Mere ein Scriprui ez nay „ and. tis imply d here. 
or if CHRIST is wit "his N linifters to afl and ſuc- 
ed them in N ONE. he mult be with his 
too. But thi 1.4 fert; 3 that t ole. Words EY 
| HIST fs. are 8 rom e of his ſpe cial Preſence with. 
ichful Miniſt ers, ay Pons 475 remotely and by 
5 to the People. For if! it be made evi⸗ 
nt, CHRIST, Joyn' 'd nor the, 7 with the Apo- 
les, . can't think ge one will doubt that the Pro- 
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our,» 3% dive, and currirac ü 7e Mr. 
Joſeph Mede has taken Notice of this, and according 

to the Diſtigction he obſerves is made in the Stile 
the Scriprure, when rhe End, or Terminus of Time 
is * tis er in the Singular Number: So 
* hies, John vi. 39, 40, 44, 54. and xi. 24. 
Tea]. naves;, 1 Pet. i. 5. But when Dre ne 
or longer Space of Time is ſignified, then the Plural 
Number is us d. So k Xr, 1 Per. i. 20. 
cl ra iulęegs, Heb. i. 2. 2 Tim. iii. 1. Act. ii. 17. 
uͤs eee xeugyt, 1 Tim. iv. 1. Nor can it be objected 
beere that according to this Obſervation the Text 
mould be em ovleiacas of d¹jHο̊ t Pis ſufficient 
without expteſfing both in the Plural. So #7” r 
i nutgor, 2 Pet. ili. 3. I ſhall therefore only ſhew, 
the People were nor join d with the Apoſtles in the 
firſt making of the Promiſe. And this, as 1 ſaid, 
appears by the Care our Lord took, they ſhould not 
be preſent at the making of ir. Thus juſt before 
dur Saviour's Coming and Giving the Apoſtles their 
Matthew, Commiſſion, tis expreſsly taken notice of: Then the 
xxviii. 16. Eleven Diſciples went away into Galilee. Now this 
Was no caſual Thing, but by the ſpecial Direction 
and Appointment of CHRIS T. For this, being a 
Matter of ſpecial Importance, our Lord's Heart was 
much ſer upon it, and therefore before his Death he 
made the Appointment of this very i vw of his 
. * Apoſtles. *'Twas to them and them only he fo ſpake: 
Matthew, But after I am riſen again, I will go before you into 
xxvi. 32. Galilee. Nay. and ir ſeems ae by the Evan- 
: geliſt's Expreſſion, that he had appointed the parti- 
Matthew, cular Mountain, where he would meer them. Then 
xxviii. 16. the Eleven Diſciples went away into Galilee to the Moun- 
tain where Jeſus had appointed them. Who can doubt 
the Reaſon of this was the Buſineſs he intended to 
meet them about; viz. The giving them their Com- 
miſſion? Nay, and not content with this Appoint- 
ment before his Death, he is remarkably careful to 
remember them of ir after his Reſurrection, that 
fo they might nor fail of meeting him there. For 
this Reaſon, Firſt an Angel ſends them Word of it. 
Fer. 7. Go guichh, tell his Diſciples, he is riſen from the dead; and 
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behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there ſhall 7 ſee 
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bim, Lo! I have told you. So likewiſe inthe parallel : 
| Place. But go your way, tell his Diſciples and Peter, that Mark xvi. 
he goeth before you into Galilee : there ſhall ye ſee him, 7. | 
65 he ſaid unto you: And then preſent 1 after IESUusS 
ge unto them, | 
Go tell my Brethren, that they go into Galilee, and there Matthew, 
ſhall they ſee me. So that I take ir to be a great Mi. xxviii. 10. 


Himſelf appears ta ſend the ſame Me 


take of a late learned Commentator ; That he ſup- 


poſes, it was at this Time CHRIST appeared to the 


| foo hundred Brethren at once. It could not be ar this 


ime, Since CHRIS Ts Care was ſo remarkable 


* 


that all his Apoſtles, and none elſe, ſhould be preſent. 


*Tis evident therefore, the Promiſe was peculiar to 
them; and to them: and not to the People, was that 


Commiſſion given, which was to laſt to he End of 
„%%% Eos loa 2 hd Pe. 
_ AND if we look into the Hiſtory of the Apoſtles 

Management, we may learn from thence how they 


underſtood that Commiſſion... They, or ſuch as 
were ordain'd by them, always conſtituted Perſons 


the Hands of the Presbytery, but never of the Laying on 


of the Hands of the People: Nor do I find the leaſt 
Intimation, that the Apoſtles acted in the Peoples 


Names when they ordain' d Miniſters, nor is there 


14 


any Preſcription given to Timothy, Titus, or any 


other Miniſters of the Goſpel to do ſo. | 
THERE are two Arguments which are urg'd 
in Favour of this Opinion, which I ſhall briefly con- 


I. THE firſt is taken from Ads xiv. 23. And when 
they had ordained them Elders; Which our Brethren 
pretend ſhould be render'd : hen they had ordained 


them Elders by the Suffrage of the People. And there- 


fore, ſay they, the Ordination was the Peoples Act | 


being perform'd by their Vore or Suffrage, 


IN Anſwer to which ler it be conſider d, who 


were here the Ordainers, viz. Paul and Barnabas; 


| Whether there were any Suffrage of the People, theſe 
Perſons ordered the Affair, But farther; tho tha _ 


Word y«eglorer, is ſometimes uſed by Grech Au, 
thors in the Senſe inſiſted — and the Erymolgy of 
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Officers in the Church. We read of the Laying on of 1 Tim lv. 
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_ = tr cerainly refers to the common Way of peo les 
Living their Suffrage or Vote among the Greeki*b 
OC ting up the Hand; yet tis uſuat- for Words K 
Track of Time to vary in * Signification frot 

thei” Etymology: And fo t 15 Word 18 yer fre 
quently put for conſtituting or appointing in gene 
without Regard to any Suffca n the Pep. 
Toes: - ple. And thus we find irs Compound is uſed by thi 
14 x.40, fame Writer : Him God raiſed up the fre Da, ins 
gi. ew d bimopenh, not to all the People, but unto Viens 
Fe choſen before of God (T291eyeep]ornprevore awd 
Ort) even to us who did eat and drink with Him after 
he was riſen from the Dead. And ſure none will think 
the Apoſtles were choſen by Suffrage ; altho irs cer- 
tain Tesx6e/lorGy" as much refers. ro the Peoples 
Suffrages as does the other. OOO of 
AND chat this Criticiſm is toq weak to ſpf 9275 
Opinion I am arguing againſt, may appear by com- 
paring another Place of Scripture, where Ordination 
| is ſpoken of, and it is made the Act of Titus without 
„ , any the leaſt Hint of the Suffrage of the People. 
Tie. i. 5. For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou mighteſt 
ſet in Order the Things that are wanting, and ordain 
1 Elders in every City, as I appointed thee, I 
ſee not therefore any Evidence, that the Power of 
Making or Ordaining Miniſters is committed to the 
People. And that is the only Thing I argue a- 
gaink, having no Inclination to diſpute their, Li- 
berty of chufing them. I am abſolutely againſt 
Miniſters Lording it over Gop's Heritage, ani 
their Impoſing a particular Minifter upon a Peopl 
without their Approbation. And fince the extra- 
ordinary Gift of Diſcerning Spirits is ceas d in th 
Church, and none can now pretend to Act b 
an immediate Revelation in this Matter, I think 
it unreaſonable People ſnould be depriv'd of their 
Liberty of refuſing any Perſon propbs d to them. 
Izhis they always had in the ancient and purer Times 
B of the Church, as every One muſt acknowledge who 
8 knows any Thing of Church-Hiſtory. They who 
=o boaſt fo much of their Conformity to the Primitiv: 
= Church will nor eafily find any Thing etl" of | 
1 the Rights of Patronage, This is fopnded 7 
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Countenance from the Hol Scriptures. | I diſpn 
got therefore againſt rhe ! tere 
in the Choice '6f their Miniſters: But only argue 
at their Cho nes N e, chat the 
n of Mens Qualifications, and ordaining the 


Chriſtians to bold Communion with, and refolv'« 


are themſelves profligare and vile, unfit for 0 
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 _ rarranrable. But what is this to the ordinary Caſe 
_ _  »  . of the Church? Or how can ſuch Caſes be a Rule 
for them ? Is it not neceſſary the Command about 
the End and the Means ſhould be both obſery'd 
when they can? CO ey 
LET me ſhew you the Weakneſs of this Way of 
arguing, by giving you an Example of it in another 
nſtance or two, You know CHRIST has appointed 
in his Supper the Uſe of Bread and Wine; ſuppoſe 
now it ſhould be argued the Wine is not neceſſary, 
but we may uſe Ale, or any other ſuch Liquor in- 
ſtead of it; and this Reaſon ſhould be alledged, chat 
Chriſtians, if they were caſt upon an Iſland where 
they had no Wine, might make Uſe of any other 
. the beſt Liquor they had in the Adminiſtration of 
the Ordinance, rather than neglect to celebrate 
the Memorial of CHRIST Death; and therefore 
ſince it might be uſed then, it might likewiſe at any 
bother Time, when Wine might be had. Would not 
every one ſee the Weakneſs of the Argument? And 
„ &:nce is not the Caſe exactly parallel? * Again Gon com- 
the writ. manded the 1/raelites to keep the Fire continually 
ing this, burning on the Altar, which he at firſt miraculouſly 
there ac- kindled, and he oblig'd them to uſe that in conſum- 
cidentally - ) WY Cole CO ing 
—]³⁰ ä -. m 8 + 
my Hands a MS Life of Mr. Nicholas Leverton, of St. Tudy in 
Cornwall, drawn up by Mr. Charles Moreton, which gives ſo exact 
an Account of the like Caſe to that I have mention'd, and that 
in the Objection, that I can't but think it worth tranſcribing : 
„ Two Engliſh Men were left on the Backſide of Cubs, where 
they continued above a Year, and ſaw no Man but each 
« other : Their Food was Potatoes and Fruits. — One of 
them, when he went to Land, had a Bible in his Pocket, 
« and this they read very much. In reading and diſcourſing 
* about the Lord's-Supper, they fell into Conſideration, Whe- 
ther one of them might not (in their Circumſtances) admi- 
* niſter that Ordinance ? They concluded in the Affirmative; 
and ſo with Water inſtead of Wine, and Potatoes inſtead of. 
* Bread, they ſolemnly perform'd it; and (as they affirm'd) 
found much Comfort and Eſtabliſhment thereby. Yet af- 
* terwards'when they return'd, they found a Scruple of Con: 
« ſcience about the Matter, and propos'd it to divers Mini: 
_ ** ters.” And, if I miſtake not, to. Mr. Ceuerten himſelf” 
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juſt Way of Reaſoning, "how eaſy would it have 
been for the Prieſts to have then argued : It is very 


oreign Enemy may invade us, deſtroy the Altar, 


and carry away both Prieſts and People, and this 


Fire be Wholly loſt, muſt it then for ever after be 


| utrerly unlawful to uſe any other Fire? And muſt 
all Sacrificeing then ceaſe ! Since then in ſach a Caſe 


it were lawful ro uſe other Fire, why may we nor 


make Uſe of it now or at any Time? The Caſe 1 


have here put into the Suppoſition is what afterward 
actually happen d, and the Jews themſelves acknow- 
ledge they loſt the Fire from Heaven at the Deftru- 


ction of the Firſt Temple, and had it not in the Se- 


cond; and therefore were forc'd ro make Uſe of o- 
ther, and they were innocent in doing this in a Caſe 
of Neceſſity, when the ſacred Fire could not be had, 


4s they would not have been, if they had taken that 
Liberty while that Fire was kept burning; as Nadab 
and Abihu found to their Coſt, although the Argu- 


ment might as plauſibly have been urg d by them as 
in the preſent Caſe. I think therefore, I may con- 


clude there is no Strength in theſe Objections, and 
that the Committing the Office to Perſons, be- 


| 4 . ” 


longs to theſe who ate themſelves in Office, 


2. There are others who oppoſe us in claiming. 


the Power of Ordination, pretending it belongs not 


to us, but to Perſons of an higher Order! Their 


Notion is this: That there is one Sort of Mini- 


ſters, Who have a Power of Reading Prayers and 
Homilies, of Preaching and Adminiſtring Sacra- 
ments, and have not the Power of Ordination and 


Government committed to them. They lay this be- 
longs to one ſingle Perſon in every Church, that is, 
in every Dioceſe, which often comprehends in it 
4 vaſt Number of Congregations, not in the ſame 


City or Town, bur very diſtant from one another. 


Thus for Inſtance we have one Prelate in England, 


whoſe. Dioceſe (thar is, whoſe Church, wherein he 


is ſuppoſs'd to have the ſole Power of Ordination 
and Government) not only contains in it ſeveral boy, 
_ 73 : 3 . ; We ; . ; ＋ 


ing rheir Peace-offerings, Ge. Now if this we 


po this Fire may happen to be put out: Some 
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1 ee 3 in Zngtand,” bus I i extends 6s 
=. | all cur Colonies in bark the 155 One would think 
1 | the bare. Relatio n of ſuch an hen were a  ſuffici- 
| 1 ent Expoſing it, and that it ſhould not need any fo. 
Emu Confurdtion. , A Man muſt habe a more that 
ordinary Meaſure of Credulity, Who can believe th 
td be according ro'rhe Inftitution of Car IST, ati 
the Platform which obtain d in the Primitive Church. 
If I did not plainly perceive the Morives, I ſhould 
be aſtoniſh'd to behold ſuch a Conftirution, made 
* Subject of ſo much Admiration and Triumph, 
is tran; © Men can vindicate this, and yet at 
the ſame ime condemn tlie Pope (as Proteſtatits 
3 bod Reaſon uſe to do) for undertaking an 
ible Thing, in eh, to himſelf to be the 
Paler of all the Churches in the World. 

OUR Qveftion now is; Whether Canter has 
Himſelf or by his Apoſtles inſtituted one Office, 
Which has the Power of Preaching and Adminiftrin nf 
Sacraments withour the Power of Ordaining an 
Governing z and another wherein both Powers are 
veſted in the ſame Perſons 3 or whether in every 
Dioceſe there is only one Perfba who has the Powet 
of Ordination and Government, and that all other 
Minifters therein have not that Power. This we 
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825 and ep are requir- d to ordain and to look 

after the Qualifications of the Perſons ro be drdai- 

ned, and to receive Accuſations againſt ſuch as were 

ordain' d, Je. This (as they aſſert) plainly ſhews | 
| Timothy and Titus were ſuperior to ordinary Presby- 
rers, and conſequently they alone, and not the Pres- 
byters, had the Power of Ordination. Now the 
| Prelates, 


paigt 2 dt 


"Ore rr" 


* — p Ä ẽœ v⁵ /’ R at" — — 


Ly * 41 4 mo” * "a * 8 = * ——— — . 2 — r Y —— 3 nog * 2 » — A l . : 
7 4 * 3 * 2 = 
RD PIRN.. 
* n 7 + N A # 9 ® * WFP i 
4 0 i: 5 4 : : „ * - > 4 
1 3 . 4 — 1 = 


lay; they, ate the only; Succeſſors/ af 
Fe and: Tin; and Presbyters are of another 
Order, the ;Sucgefiors of ſueh as Were ordained by - 
Timothy and Titus and therefore. the Prelates 20 
have the. Power of! Ordination and Government. I 
will, comprehend. my Anſwer to this Argument in 
thele following Farticulara, Jen ,939 Of be 

20. io 2211944 210 2 #490 TEAR H 6 20 Wort : 
1, WE grant Timothy and Tiaus were ſuperinut 
ucceſſors 1 that wherein they were ſuperiour to 
them. | Iis certain, Timothy was an Rvangeliſt, ane 
therefore requii᷑ d to do the Work of one: Bus match 4 Tim. iv. 
thou. in ol ;Things, endure Allie tons, de cht Work of 5 
in Evangeliſt, make full Proof. ef thy ' Mimiftry;:( Had 1 
he been inferiour to the Evangeliſts, tWould have 

been as improper ro call upon him to do the Work 

of one, as it would be to call upon a common 
Presbyter to do the Work of his Dioceſau:- Tis a 

plain Caſe, che Rvangeliſts were not ordinary and 

common Miniſters, but of a ſuperiour Character. 

The Order in which they are ſer down ſufficiently | 
evidences; this 3: And He gave ſome Apofties: and fome. Eph. iv. 
Prophets: and ſame Evangeliſti and ſomt Paſtors an 11, 
Teachers, Apoſtles therefore, Prophets, and Eyan- 

zeliſts are ſuperiour to Paſtors, and Teachers, ant - 

yet tis of that Rank only eur Dioceſan Biſhops are 


etended co -.. , | 
721 T feems plain to nie, that all thoſe Perfpris, who 
were ſuperiour ro-Paſtdrs and Feachers, had à dou- 
ble Chatacter: That which was ordinary ane 
ſtanding} in che Churchg and ſo they were all Prei-. 
byters ot Biſhops: for theſe ate rhe ſame in Serips s- 
mre, out Adverſaries themſelves, many of them, be: 
ing Iudges-: Their. other Character was exrraor- 
dinary. and pectiliar to them, not deſign d o be 
ne fas to any Succeſſors. Tig therefore v 

urpoſe to atgue from the Superiority of Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts to ordinary Miniſters. We! own 
they wete ſuperiout; their æxtraordinary Gifts nes 
ceſſarily made them ſo: But hat does this ſignify 
to ſuch as appropriate the Name of Biſhops to them: 
An ä ſelves 
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TIE Wee Da; 7 Whatever (aging ind TTY 
from ordinary ers ceas d with , and' the 
other ſtanding Part of their Character is common d 

every rightly Sire Perebyter, 5s Hong 

AND cettalily if the "Apoſtles thertiſelves werk 

mot of ſuch an Order, as our Modern Bimops are pre- 

tended to be, neither could the Evangeliſts be of it. 

Now had CunisT defign'd his Apoſtles fapgla be 

"Officers in his Ohurch according to che Epiſecpal 

Scheme, he ought to have appointed each of them 

to preſide over ſome ohe Church; for *tis the ſtand- 

ing Maxim of that Seheme; There” eam be but ont 


Wy 12171 I 'Biſho in one Church: Whereas no leſs: than Eleven, 


: ro /whom' preſently after CHRIITS Aﬀccaſion a 
Twelfth was added, were at firſt" conſtituted, and 
for ſome Time remaind the Rulers and Governours 
of that Church having all an equal Power and Au- 
thority. So thar the (Apoſtles were evidently in 
their ordinary Capacity Presbyters; chat is, ſuch 
Kind of Dm ab might be more chan one in one 
Church, . hs 6 To 209 eee e 


tool pads in i 195957) $3 
5 TI Mo Ae never What ere ell 87 
by hap! of Epheſus ; and Titus of Crete, They reſided 
there for ſome Time ro ſettle Matters in thoſe 
Churches, and ro put chem into a god Order; and 


1 Tim. iy. ſo they did in other Places, as ius in Dalmatia ; ; 


10. and Timothy in Macedonia, Corinth and T. heſſalonice, 
| Ads xix. Aud therefore they een be ſtyl d Biſnops of 
22. theſe; Farther; How could Timorhy be Biſhop of 
x Cor. iv. Eyheſus, according to the modern Way of Speaking, 
1 Ther ſince we are ſure there were other Biſno —7 to rule 
>. that Church ? Thus the Presbyters are call'd :"Take 
Adr xx. heed ano yourſelver and to all-the Flock; bor which the 
| Floh Gboſt hath'miade you/ Biſhops.” Where our Tran- 


ſlators have, contrary ro their oun Way bf rendring 
the Word, tranſlated it Over-ſeers rather than Biſhops, 
rudently, without all Doubt, conſideringę it would 
ound 694 ro Epiſcopal Ears, that more Perſons than 
One in a Church ſnhould be ſty d Biſnops, and have 
the «gry of Ts + ey commitred to —2 4 
1 11H 36: 2721 . 5 TRL 9 2725 ub 92 
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THE NE is no Reaſon therefore dhl Tp. 
ty was Biftwop of Epheſus," And'itideed his being n 
Evangelift, would" make One rady te conelude, he 
did not fix his Reſidence there: Since the Buſineſs 
of ſuch. ſeeis to have been to travel fremi ohe Place : 
to another; and to ſtay no longer at any particular a” 
„ we the Tight ny My 18 I yt 
Cure in i.. eee e e 
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by 3. W HAT EV ER: = that Supeiihitty * 155 0 
— to thoſe he ordain d, tis certain they were to : 
have: the Power of Ordination and Government. 
Our Adverſaries grant theſe go together. Now 
thar they hall the Power '6f Government is plain 
by the Apoſtles Reaſoning about their Qualificati- 
ons: One that rilleth well bir own Houſe, having bis ! Tin 
children in Subection with all Gravity, For if 4 Man 4, 5 
know not how to rule his own Houſe," how ſpall be tale 
een of God 2 i 
ein tt cd ee enn 203 140 
4. TIS very (improbable, that the Arete! "I 
Bao — Directions to Timothy how to behave 
himſelf as the Biſhop of Epbeſus, dans he ſeems 
not to have been at E beſus 9 he ſent to him, nor 
was he about ro him thither, bur he actually 
calls him — Way. moch was not at 
os at the Writing this Second Epiſtle; as ap- 
pears by Chap. iv. 13. And Hebicus baer T ſave to 
age What need to mention this to | Timorhy, if 
he were then at Epheſus ? He would not need No- 
tice of it if Hebieus were the Meſſenger, by whom 
the Epiſtle was ſent: Or if he was ſet out before the 
Writing it, ke would come before the Epiſtle, and 
the Notice (given: would be too late to fignify any 
Thing. Of the ſame ſending of Hehicus we read in 


the Epiſtle:ro che Bphefians. But that ye may alſo knoiy Eph. vi. 

my. Affairs, e do; Tychicus; atbel.ved Brother, 20, 21. 

and faithful Minifter in 'the Lord, fhall male knomn to 

eu all Things, whom I have ſent unto you for the ſame. 

Purpoſe, that ye. mi g know onr Affair, and that b 

wight comfore* jour Hrarrs.. * And had Timothy me 
| then 
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— ms duch was the Apoſtle s Love and Aﬀecti- 
on te him, that he would vor have falld o have 
taken Notice of him particularty and 80 vs fone 
bim a Salutstion. Beides, had Timerhy been there 
. Sate have leſs need of rhe Comfort of Hobi 
1 . tis as plain the Apoſtle was 
5 dog any Order to Timoſb ta go ro: Epbeſus : 


ſent for him to come to Ame co himſelf. Dy 

"Dil ligence to come ſhortly to me. Tis moſt prubable 
Timoth r Sky ar Toast at the Ie when this Epiſtle 

| TON him ; fipge be is Acfif'd;! nor to go and 
"Rr wick. þ ut barely to bring with him what! the Apo- 
Fer. 13. why had left there. The: Cloię that I % 4 Troas 
with Caxrpus, when thou comeſt, bring wiib tbee, ad 

| the Books, but eſpecial the — So char in this | 
1 . Epiſtle there can be nothing to eſtabliſh his 


AT being Biſhop,. of -Epheſas," but all the Directions 
. + give him Huld rather leu that NAA 
Treas than. of Epheſus... Nn 5 © an Ne 


J. WHE N the Apoſtle gives DireQions | in zi 
| Epiſtles to Timothy, how'ro bebave himſelf in ordain- 
ing Elders, 1 the Reaſon of his doing ſo, is 
becauſe Timothy as an extraordinary Perſon (vix. an 
Brangeliſt was to haye the chief Hand therein; 
but this does not imply, that none who were with 
bim had the Power of doing the ſame Thing. Ma- 
ny think that, when the firſt Epiſtle was Written, 
Timothy, was at Epbeſar, ſetting that Church in Order, 
And if we take that for granted, and therefore allow 
that particular Directions are given him in the Ma- 
nagement of the Affairs of the Church; yet there 1s 
ng Reaſon to think he was to act alone, but that 
the other Biſnops of that Church had a Power to 
perform the ſame Acts, and were to join with bim, 
fince they were, as I obſerv'd before, the Governours 
{v Ae that Church, and: had been conſtitutecl ſo before 
5 that Bpiſtle was written. I never find any Ordis 
nation in the Whole New Teſtament, which was 
perform'd by a fingle Perſon, nor can I think any 
lach Ordinarion would be Regular. And if the 
| \ va kad a Hand a the Ocdinarion of —"_ 
119453 + a 


dy 
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thee in 


Ne, 
Vet notwithſtanding that Suppoſition, tis certain 


he did not do this alone; but had 3 to join with 


him. Ng aft noc, \ fays he, the Gift! ibat is in thee, , Tim. iy. 
on of 14. 


which was given thee ly Prophecy, with: the lays _ 
the Hands * the Presbytery. And therefore tho Timothy © 
as an Evangeliſt; diftinguiſh'd from other Presby- 


ters by: extraordinary Gifts, would have the — - | 


in all Ordinations, yer tis unreaſonable to 
think he would Ordain alone, ſince he could not 


— be ſpeaks of chat, and not 5 laying | on Had Ss 
to give the Holy. Ghoſt; when be ſays: Mherefore I 2 Tim. i. 


ance,; that . the Gift of 16. 
| God; mbich is in thee by the putting n "of ny Hands: 


bur remember an Apoſtle would: not do ſo, bur 


d the Presbyrery with N at the Time when 
was Ordain:d himſelf, 
© OUR Adverſaries here farcher urge, bat tho the 
presbytery might joyn with Paul or Timothy in lay- 
ing on of Hands, yet they could not rightfully lay 


on Hands Alone. And this: they pretend is evident 


from theſe Directions ſo peculiarly giyen to Timothy 
eby he is requirid to commit the Things he bas 


| had; to faithful Men, to lay Hands ' ſuddenly on no 


Man, &c.” Why, ſay they, ſhould: he have this 


—_ 


Charge ſo peculiarly given to him, if the Presbyters 


by their Office had the ſame Power? This ſhews 


chat Timothy's Concurrence was neceſſary, and that 


the Conveyance of the Office depended upon him, 


and that che Reſt could wal -uothlogy n 


him. 
BESIDE veharckis been already: 5; 1 will 


—— you the Weakneſs of this Way of Arguing, 


by try ing how it will hold, when apply d ro another 
Place of Scripture: And certainly if it be not juſt | 


in the one, it cannot be ſo in the other: Now I very 


much miſtake the Opinion of our Adverſaries, if it 


does not lead them to condenin the fame Kind of 


Inference from another Text. The Words I refer 


to, are thoſe which CHRIS ＋ ſpake to Peter, when 


the Reſt of the Apoſtles were preſent. And I will / Matthew, 
. unto THEE the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven ' xvi. 19, 


7 ig ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be 


begng 


. 
— > meet 0-50. — IS; 
. 
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1 Heauens and —— — THOU: 7 heb 
4 9 15 24 Earth, fall be looſed in Haden. They may2as 
well infer that what nns r there ſays to Peter 
was pecu 
Apoſtles, becauſe CurtsT ſpeaks: ſo Peculiarly to 
him, and that when the others were en As 


„they can infer from Paul's ſpeaking: ſo ri 


to Timothy, that the Things he com 


© belong'd folely to him, and not to all the — 
byters of the Church. And the Cafe is really the 
ſame. For as Timothy wongld be among other Pres- 


byters, ſo would Peter he among the other A; 
their Speaker, Prolocutor or Rae Imay make 
Uſe of thoſe Terms, which are ſo familiar in our 
own Language. He was the firſt or chief Apoſtle, 
and before rhe Apoſtles departed. from Jeraſalem to 
iptead the Goſpel in che World; he was continuall 
the Mouth of the whole Body of them when he wal 
preſent.” The ſame might be ſaid/concerning Chriſt's 


John xxi- Command to him particularly #9 feed his Lambs, and 


. Oc. his Sheep. Tis a very general Interpretation of the 


Ancients: That what CHAIST. there ſays to Peter, 


he ſays to all che Apoſtles. And ſo in ſike manner 
fay I, whatever Directions Paul gives to Timothy, he 
gives to all the Presbyters who were with him. And 


there is full as much Senſe in the Papiſts pretending 


- from Cur1sTs Worde, that Peter had a ſupreme: 


Power of Binding and Looſing above all the other 


Apoſtles, as there is in our Ad verſaries arguiag from 
Paul's Words, that Timothy had a ſupreme Power 
af Ordainiog aud S abbye 3 the Fenn 
ho were with him. 10 ve dil 


6. THE. eee eee SG as 


Sos and Seals. of the Covenant of Grace; and more 
eſpecially the Power of bleſſing and ſanctifying Things 


rsd repreſent, ſeal and apply the Body and Biood of 


GHRIST, is ſo very great, that it is not eaſy to ſup- 

poſe a greater Power is lodg'd in any Men, than 
What they have who receive this. There ought: 
+: i therefore to be clear Evidence and full Proof, that 
: 1775 whom e has intruſted with this Powe. 


LY e 


to him, and did not belong to the other 


8 ere re AA. »a rH wow = a 
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er, have nor all Fei Ke eg which 
Cuktsr bas lodg' d in any of his Miniſtets, - But I 
muſt” confeſs, Inever yet could ſee any tolerable 
Proof of it: Nay; they who are moſt concern d to 
ace it; can't themſelves agtee about it; but 
run into à Multitude of Ways to confirm their . 
Opinion, Which are very incefiſtenr with eck 


other? Aud tis wich tuch more Sofidity'and Judg- 
ment they confute one auothers particular Schemes 
than they Eſtabliſn the Great Doctrine they ſtrive 
t maintain. I hope upon the Whole of what has 


been faid! 1 may waclude that as'the'Powee of Or. 


dination belongs to thoſe in Oſſice, ſo it belongs to 
all rhoſe who have the Office of Preaching and 
Ne Sacraments committed to them. And 


therefore I proceed to the laſt Thing 1 1 d i 


conlider 1 in t e Words : W hich F 
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II. THE W here given of ah Taveſticore . 2 defeat 
or Commiſſion Perſons were to receive. They were 


to have thoſe Things committed ro them which Ti. 
moe hy had heard of the Apoſtle among many Witneſ⸗ 
ſes. And here Three * Ann themſelves to our 
N N 9 5 515 2: 

I. WHA T: was! 10 (be umd * wie. The 
Things Tusa had heard of rhe Apoſtle.” va, Ms 


> 
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. WHO Were theſe Witneſſes, among 1 whom © 


he had heard them? 


"go W od a T #his Commirting cheſs Thivgs does © 


iniporr? gk pd 
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110 WHAT was': to -b6 comte OY The | 


Thin ps Timothy had heard of the Apoſtle. - No doubt 
the Things he he had taught Timothy, were ſuch as 
he was very induſttious in teaching every where, 
and ſuch as he iucuſcates upon Timothy in his Epi- 
ſtles to him. This anne may” Nee in rr 
ei e e ay 9 185 
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"it of out Salvation. The. Apofiles were ſent 
—— Ixsus Cing187, and repreſent 
- do the World what He had done: and. fufler'd 10/ſaxe 
ſinful Men. This they perform d wir great Appli- 
Ad x. 36. cation and Diligence, preaching:Peage iy Jeſus Crit 
2 Tim. i. The Apoſtle, had — Timothy 4 Form af found 
13. 1. „ chat is, an orderly. Scheme of Chriſtian 
: ine, Which be requires him in this Epiſtle , 
old faſt..; This had been committet to him, and he 
f waz requit d to commir it to others. And the next 
5 Words may be underſtood to tefer to this: What good 
ru. 14. | Thing, which wer commited +9 thees keep by ae 
N : Ja eme nens Dee Nt The Abl 
3511 V3 52980 2111 
Sion muſk comprebind * Pre 
: together with their Sanctions, 
| Matthew, 2 themito 1 ſoever I have commandetyou, 
Xxvili. 20. fays CuRIST when he ſens forth his Apoſtles. And 
4 ſio this will rake in all the Eva nageln! Ries tio 
and Converſation, and of 1 Worſhip! which 
the Apoſtle frequently recommends ! to Timothy, in his 
Epiſtles, ordering him to put chem in Mind of them 
and charge Chriſtians to obſerve and keep them. To 
| which Purpoſe we meet with 3 e 
1 Tim iv. Theſe Things! command, and teach; 
£ 3 ; in Charge that they may be e — 25 4 
Chef. v. t them in Remem ranee, pied 1 85 
f = im. ii. 5 5 &. | | ; 
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rhe Diſcipline o the Church: Thoſe Dire bY 
had given him for the right Ordering and Manage- % 
ment of the Church. The Apoſtle had daubtleſs WM 
inſtructed Timothy. in theſe Things, before he ſent i 

dim out to do the Work of an Evangeliſt, however 5 

he now. inculcates them again upon bim, and deli. 6 
vers them in Writing for the Benefit of the Church 60 

| in all afrer Ages: And he tells him, why he,wrote ni 
1 Tim. ili. theſe Things to him: viz. That he migbi know how at 


14, 15. to JON * as 4 * and Ground of Truth, 4 


* ; a 


"an OXDINATION. 


IEC ares e _ — 


the F77 of bd," "which i the Ebutel/ of the bing 
God. T {1043s 7, 
THESE Wade This br r ad heard? 
And ir wilt for Be amiſs 105 us to take art 
Notiee of Wbem HE had Heard them 5 de Things, * 
hs be, hich Ben pet bear OF ME. "The Apo- bs OD 
files were ci Apable ef ving a ſurk Rule bel of Falch 
at Pracktes in aff Things, and therefore Miniſters e 
were bod & teceive what they deliver d, and toͤ 
uch it to otherst The e themſeſves wer 


fr förth only to teach wh Ennis comttianded. | 

They delivers no other Rule 0 their Followers, 3 

an rhey fed from Carr, having his Spi: 

fit to Salas their infallibly into ali Truth. Ae [bis 4 Os 


uche Ground of chat Anthority, which their W 
int ought ro Have in all Ages of the Church. 11 

Püblich J end their gn Opinion, and had 1 
bot deliver dhe Mind of C HRIST, they would not . | 
hvedeferv' the Regard whic * as been aid them 
Bur they had tht Mind ef 


hr Bt Fog could prove by 16. Fw 
the Miracles they wrought they deliver d nothing hut 16. 
is Mind Ffente this Apoftle carers Timorhy 5 7 8888 
tim than in the Thr g which thou a een, and ha 
lem affur'd of, Si p of whom rs baſt learn'd 9 — 
The Apoſtles a certain and Infallible Tefti- 
tony” of che Frath' of what they dehvef d; ſo tha | 
[En might he affar'd rhereof,, knowing they 
1 chem of Perſons divinely, tau gür and guided. 
700 580 that Account is . 9 Ford a ſu e Rae. 5 
to all Uuritrant, Who axe dblig'd 70 he n e of 2 Pet. it 
the Conthrtanthitents of the Apoſtles 5 or Lord and K. . 
viour. It belong d. therefore to them to Wit 
futh . Authority as other Miniſters "can't, except 
they have the Written Word clearly warranting- 
them. See bow this Apo! ſpeaks to Timothy :. 4 Tim. 1 
f IE therefore in the Sight 15 God, who quickeneth, 13, 14. 
2 * 5 and" 7 2 C 7 who before Pontr Hs, 
Pate ood Confeſſion, that thou kee 913 
2 72 7 Jn 5 Ke i ne until thy | 
aring of Lor Feſus Chri egard Is, 100 N 
fand 10 the Commands of Miniſters, Who ba ve not 
n Infallible” * 1 back chem. We ate 
no 
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| Apoſtle expected tobe obey'd by the Corincbians was, 
1 Cor. xi, becauſe he received of the Lord what he deliver d > 
23. 


hem. And we are bound to hearken to Men in 


all ſuch Things, as 


receivd of the Lord. But when they bring ug 


© Things, which they have receiv'd of Fathers, Coun- 


cils,, Convocarions, or the Civil Magiſtrate, and 


would from thence preſcribe us a Rule how to wor- 


ſhip Gop, we beg their Excuſe, till they ſhew us 

| ſome better Authority) for their Commands. We 
Matthew, are ſure we Have juſt Reaſon to inquire: hence 
xxi. 25. are theſe Things 2 Are they from Heaven, or of Men? If 
they pretend they are from Heaven, we will gladly 
receive them, as ſoon as they will vouchſafe to prove 
them to be ſo: But if they ſay they are of Men, we 
deſire them to reſt contented with t his ſnort Anſwer: 
Matthew, That we have one Maſter even Chriſt: And jn theſe 


A 


axill. 19. Things call no Man Maſter upon Earth. 


2. WHO were thoſe many Witneſſes among 
wWhom Timothy had heard the Things here refer'd to. 
A learned Gentleman thinks no Witneſſes are here 
; ſpoken of, and by altering the pointing of the Sen- 
„ tence and a ſingle Accent, renders the Words to this 

Purpoſe: The Things which thou haſt heard of me at 

large, teſtifying them commit them, &c. But ſince our 

own, rendring may be defended, and theſe Wit- 
gneſſes ſeem mention d elſewhere. by the Apoſtle, I 
ee no Neceſſity of our embracing that ingenious 
„ö ß „ ¼ on woo. ; 
SOME then by the Wuneſſes underſtand not 
any Perſons, but only ſuch Things, as atteſted the 

Truth of the Chriſtian Doctrine, particularly the 
Miracles wrought by CHRIST and his Apoſtles. 

Others think hereby may be meant ſuch Perſons as 
confirm d the Truth, which Timothy had heard. And 
ſo theſe Witneſſes may be the Apoſtles, who were 
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Chriſt's cheſen Witneſſes to the World. Theſe 
were many, abundantly ſufficient to atteſt the Mat- 
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no. farther ro, obey, Miniſters, than we can ſee Rea- 
ſon for their Injunctions. The Reaſon why the 


14 can ſhew us they have 
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ich deem then may be joyn d al thok 55 bad FT 
Cunts r aſter he was riſen from the Dead, and 
ſo were Witneſſes of his Reſurrection, a moſt emi- 


nent Proof of his Doctrine: And they, you know, > EY 
were many: For he was fon of above five Hun- 1 Cor. xv. 
dred Brethren at once. 2 8 


BUT I cannot bur prefer that Interpretation, 
which makes theſe Witneſſes to be the Perſons, who 8 
were preſent, when Timothy heard thoſe Things ol 
from the Apoſtle, to which he here refers. If this _ 
relared ro his Preaching in general, then the Wirneſ- 
ſes muſt ſignify thoſe who were his Hearers at the 
ſame Time with Timothy. But I can t eaſilj perſuade 
myſelf, that this is his Meaning. Timothy had beer 
his Companion in Travel, and had convers d 1 . 
bim frequently alone, and by that Means gain d a | 
fuller Information in Divine Things: And it ſeems 
not probable he would direct him to commit to 
others nothing but what he had learn'd of him in a 
publick Audience. I conceive therefore, he here 
refers to ſome Charge he had laid upon Timothy be- 
fore many Witneſſes. And thus the Mention of theſe 
many Witneſſes is of ſome conſiderable Importance; 
which otherwiſe it ſeems not to be. I think then, as 
the Apoſtle was now giving Timothy Directions about 
ordaining Men to rhe Work of the Miniſtry, ſo he 
purs him in Mind of his own Ordination, And 'ris 
as tho he had faid to him, Oh Timothy, thou canſt : 
not but remember, What a Charge I laid, upon 
« ths, when thou waſt thyſelf ordain'd * What the 
„Things were which T-injoyn'd thee then to teach 
and preach, There were many preſent, who 
„were Witneſſes of theſe Things, and can teſtify 
« againſt thee, if thou haſt forgotten them, or att 
1 net careful to act according to that ſtrict Com- 
„ mand I then gave thee, and to diſcharge | thy 
* Truft with Faithfulneſs. And as thou art to con- 
0 ſtitute others in the ſame Office, thou waſt then 
„put into thyſelf; make the Charge I then gave 
_ © thee thy Pattern, and the ſame Tbings J commir- 
ted ro thee, commit thou alſo to others. This 
. leems to be confirm d by another Place, 
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i Att, xi. on than his Baptiſm, (for indeed he { ms to have 
; . 2. had no particular yo 
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— "where man irneſſes ar are ſp J 

to be the x Wie hoſe i in the EE Nas Town 

1 Tim. vi. preſet at Timothy's 0¹ % 1b TW _—_ —.— 
12 3 Faith, lay bold on Eternal Life,. 27 
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tneſſes. is reaſonable ro. ſuppoſe e, th 


: © Profeffion he refers to was made by T her 
at his Bapriſm or at his Ordination: 12 55 tis 


more likely che Agoltle was preſent at his Ordinati- 


owledge of him till he was com- 
mended to him by 17 Brethren ar 939 an ou 
an, tho he was a Diſciple and 
| before) we have more Read: on to DL þe wor 
refer to the Profeſſion made at his Ordination, 28 4 
Thing he was acquainted with, than t 
Baptilm, when be was not himſelf pre | 
fides ; the Exhortation he i is here giving Timothy may 
well be underſtood to be directed to him as 4 Mini- 
ſter, ſince tis the Continuation of an Exhortation be- 
gun in the preceding Vere which is addreſſed 10 
1 him, as « Man of God, which, I ;rbink, 2 
rally underſtood a whe eg of the Goſpel. Now 
this Profeſſion then was made before many Witneſſes, 
who alſo heard the Charge the. Apoſtle laid upon 
him. And it could not bur have a conſiderable 
Influence upon Timetby.to confider, how, many Eyes 
were upon him; how many would obſerve i it now, 
and be able to reſtify againſt him in the laſt Day, 
if he departed from the ſolemn. Profeflion be had 
made, or neglected to behave bimſelf according te 
the ſtrict Charge given him. | 
I the rather mention this, that you may ſee, how 
very probable tis the Apoſtles uſed pretty much the 
fame Method we do. However tis not bare Probabi- 
lities we ground our Practice upon: Bur ſomewhat 
of this Nature is requiſite in Order to our trying 
and Forming a 6 Re Rades when 
we commit the Oe to th em. 


en W H AT is the Import of . 9 
wi en * Münte. e vident this does not * 


hrs —— hare is Tenhng and — — Things; N. 
5 at to ſuch as Mere nat ac - 
—— their hecaming ſuch: He was to inſt 
Fw np —— Exch alben This 


1 4 * 3 pa 1 Parſons, as 8 
MS the Goſpel, to teach rheſe Things, or 
dhe giving chem à Warrant to do ſo. Minifers 
treat with Men in Cons Bebalf, and act in his 
et, therefore. is it very agreeable they ſhould 

lemnly aut hariz d ro their Office. And thoſe 


ſhall they [preach, except they be ſent? And ſince Per- 
{ons are not now Kent BY Cunts bimſelf immedi- 
ately, tis but reaſanable to ſupꝑoſe the moſt juſt 
and regular Way of choir being ſent, is when they - 
| are. authorized by thoſe in whole Hands that Power 
is plainly 4 Nr whe _ 4 1 5 n 
: von a,. | 


ry 2. IS nors bare ies them, bur a lay- 
ing ir upon them as a ſolemn Charge and Truſt, a 

Binding and ingaging them to teach theſe Tbiage. 
So chat the very Committing the Things to them 
makes a great Alteration in their Circumſtances, and 
leaves them under a ſtrict Obligation to do rhe 
Work, as ever they would approve themſelves faith- 
ful to G60 and true to the Vows and Promiſes chey 


Words of the * ſeem here very pertinent: How N 3 
ac 


made. They are allow d of God to be put in Truſt with x rab 
the Goſpel, and therefore are a ſpeak; net as pleaſing Men, 4. 


but God who tryeth their Hearts, 

AN D thus I have confider'd the ſeveral Things | 
propos d from the Words. 1 mall e with 
theſe Three e ele 


- Albi HENCE we. may ee, wh ro judge of 

; Ga Perſons, who refule ro receive their Commiſſi- 
on this Way. If the Method Cintzr has appointed, 
is ſuch as I have. deſerib d, then without all Doubt 
the Miniſtry of ſuch is far from being regular. Tis 
hard $0. O_o the People * in every a 
y | cylay | 
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uw therefore tis not eaſy to allow they are inrruſted 
Voith an abſolute Power of conveying the Office. 
=_ And tho? it be unreaſonable, unchriſtian and barba. 
rous to confine Men by temporal Penalties to 

any particular Miniſter ; yet the inſtilling into the 

People ſuch a Conceit of their Power, and eſpecial; 

tte putting it in Practice, not only threatens Mil. 
C“CThief in its own: Nature, but bas been ſound by 
1 Experience to be very prejudicial to Truth and 
1 Piety, and very Deſtructive of all Order and Peace 
be: =: | 2 X95 in the Church Py: 8 5 S Is 333 eh 5 
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. 2. HENCE we may ſee, what Need Miniſters 
85 | have of Divine Grace and Help. The Reaſon' why 

| Care is to be uſed, that the Office may be committed 

"only to faithful Men, is becauſe Faithfulneſs is ſo 
-abſolurely neceſſary in the Diſcharge of the Work. 

And the Grearneſs of the Truft, and the Extent of 

har Faithfulneſs which is requiſite, may convince us 

ts difficult a Matter xis to be a Faithful Miniſter. 

This Faithfulneſs muſt attend a Miniſter in his 
Studying, his Praying, in Secret, as well as in the 
"Congregation, in bis Preaching, in his Exhorting, 
and eſpecially in his Admoniſhing, Reproving and 
Cenſuring Offenders. And when this is conſider d, 

| -who owing RG Rr the Apoſtle: 

7 ; Ibo is ſuſſicient for theſe Things? If we are faithful 
3 1e may well ſay, with him, re have obtain'd Mercy 

' 1 Cor. vii. to be faithful: And by the Grace of God we are 

JJ OO d 

e j foo We Frauds (OL 4e 
3. IT hence follows, that the Grace and Help of 

GOD, whereby Miniſters ſhould: be made faithful, 

_ ought moſt importunately to be ſought both by 
themſelves and their People. Tis eſpecially for 

the Peoples fake Faithfulneſs is requir'd in ſuch as 

are ro be Ordain'd. Their Profit and Edification is 
not a little concern'd herein; and therefore ſnould 
they pray, that GOop would make their Miniſters 
faithful, Aud Tam ſure Miniſters! have need to 
J | £ OS pray 
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pray in like Manner for themſelves : Not only from 1% 
the Regard they have to the Welfare of cheir Peo-. _—_— 


ect 
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ple, but from a Concern for their own Souls, Their _ 
own Salvation depends upon their Faithfulneſs in te 
Miniſtry. And diſmal indeed will their Doom be,. | 1:5 
ithfulneſs the Souls of their 


* 


S 


= % 


ms 1 


— 


I erate 


% 


o 


5 


„ "2: v0.4 — 


o 


* „ — . . 


= 
4 


4 


4 9 


pF 


{ 
[4 „ ſh Tfle 6 
il Tin 1. 
14 e 
2 | 
89 
? 
r { 
135 
1 9 a N 
757%. WE N Happine : 
LENS Four Sermons begun at | 
; - 6 ; 8 , * | « . * ö s 
Lecture in Salver- th, i 3 
6 | ith, n. Price 1 | 
_ 7 
„ + x . 
| X83 
if "ol 
Me . 
. 
ö * : 4 1 
| 4 [ "ob, ile 4 7 — 
ö 4 £4 
| 3 | his > Safes,” Wich | 
3 Nabe | 
Wh: 06 Price bound 25 CF, 
1 wx? 


ds in Communion with the Church of Eg. 
. Yom, and his Diſſenting Friend in the Country. 
he Fourth Edition, with Additions, 8” Price 60. 4 


. . , 


